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Inside Broadway, a theater producing and educational organization that grew out
of the Cats student ticket program, held another event for its 25th anniversary on
October 15, when it presented its annual Broadway Beacon Awards to theater
professionals who have advocated for getting more people — especially young
people — to attend live theater.

This year’s recipients were stars Bebe Neuwirth, Rebecca Luker, Danny Burstein
and Roger Bart (all, incidentally, Tony winners or nominees). Special Beacon
Awards for service to the organization were given to Michael Presser, founder and

executive director of Inside Broadway, and William G. Tung, a member of its board

of directors. Honorees were feted at a cocktail reception and awards ceremony
held in the McGraw-Hill Building in Rockefeller Center.

Presenters at this year’s Beacon Awards included Karen Ziemba and playwright A.
R. Gurney. Presser’s award was presented by Shannon O’Bryan, who costarred in
Inside Broadway’s 2005 production of On the Town and will play Judy (the Vera
Ellen role) in White Christmas at the Sony Centre in Toronto later this year. Tung,
the managing director, Asia/Pacific, of the Rockefeller Group and an Inside
Broadway board member for over five years, was presented his award by his son
William Christopher, an 11th grader. David Weprin, a New York City Council
member, also made a brief speech congratulating Inside Broadway and the award
winners.

Inside Broadway serves more than 25,000 students in 75-plus New York City
schools every year. It produces hourlong versions of classic musicals that are
presented in schools, and sometimes in public performances. Inside Broadway
provides study guides and lesson plans related to its shows. It also conducts
classes and activities that involve students in all aspects of creating a show, and it
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In his presentation comments, A.R. Gurney (left) commended Danny Burstein for
holding his own opposite Sigourney Weaver and John Lithgow in Gurney’s Mrs.
Farnsworth, done in 2004 at the Flea Theater.
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Pia Lindstrom, who has covered theater for NBC in New York for many years,
emceed the awards ceremony.
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Entertainment was provided by students from P.S. 97 in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn,
who sang “Give My Regards to Broadway”...

...and by the Three Mo’ Tenors from left: Kenneth D. Alston Jr., Phumzile Sojola
and Ramone Diggs), who performed opera, gospel, Motown, jazz and soul. Their
show is playing at the Little Shubert Theatre on 42nd St.
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